
JA - Rocky Mountain partners with businesses and schools
in metro Denver, Northern Colorado and Wyoming to
empower children in our communities, especially those
who are under-resourced, with the tools they'll need to
improve their life circumstance and contribute to the
viability of our regional economy. Our goal for the 22/23
school year is to reach 76,500 students.

Junior Achievement (JA) creates a bridge between the business community and educators to
ensure young people have the skillset and mindset to grow into adults who are career ready,
financially responsible and entrepreneurial. 

Only 20% of teens can express their goals, let alone convey a plan to
achieve their aspirations 
Only 26% of Colorado adults aged 18+ have a rainy-day fund
More than 50% of Americans did not estimate payments before
getting a student loan and 47% wish they'd gone to a less expensive
school
91% of jobs that can support a family of three in Colorado require a
credential past high school, but only 62% of Coloradans have a
postsecondary credential or degree

Business Community 
JA has developed innovative K-12th grade programs, that are proven to
inspire and prepare young people to acquire the knowledge and skills
they need to succeed. The business community provides volunteers and
financial support so JA can offer programs to schools at no cost.
 
Education Community 
Teachers request JA programs, because they teach state required content
through interactive lessons and experiences presented by volunteers who
integrate their personal and professional experience to help youth make
the connection between what they are learning in school and the real-
world. 

Career Direction – 75% of alumni said JA played an
important role in choosing a career path, and 51% report
working in the same field as their JA volunteer
Financial Acumen – JA alumni earn 20% more, and incur
less debt,  than the general population
Business and Job Creation – JA alumni are 2 1/2 times
more likely to start a business than the general population
Motivation – 85% of JA alumni say the program and
volunteers played an important role in fostering the belief
they could achieve their goals, and 79% say it was an
important component of their professional development

The Need for JA

JA's Long-term Impact



 Traditional In-Person

JA in a Day In-Person

In-person or Virtual  Presentations

Volunteers use JA’s hands-on materials to deliver interactive
programs in-person or virtually to a group of students
ranging from kindergarten through high school. There are
several implementation formats: 

An individual volunteer is matched with a classroom at a
school and program of their choosing.  Once matched, the
volunteer and teacher schedule 5-12 classroom visits,
depending on the program.

This format allows a group of volunteers to adopt an entire
school for one day! Pairs of volunteers facilitate the same
lessons as our traditional programs, but over the course of
one school day. This is a terrific opportunity for a group to
inspire a large number of elementary  students in a short
amount of time. 

The following high school programs can be implemented in-
person or virtually through a one-hour presentation: JA
Career Speaker Series, JA Launch Lessons, JA Mock-
Interviews, and JA Capitalism with a Conscience. 
 

JA Finance Park

JA Stock Market Challenge

JA Dream Accelerator (Coming fall of 2023!)

This program provides teenagers the opportunity to learn basic
financial concepts by giving them the chance to become an adult for
the day through an immersive reality-based budget simulation that
challenges students to prioritize expenses, including housing,
transportation, food, childcare, healthcare, furniture, utilities, cell
phones, entertainment, and Internet access.  In addition to learning
how to make financial decisions, students better understand their
earning potential is based on the knowledge and skills they develop in
school, as well as the career they choose to pursue.
  

This exciting high school event challenges teams of five students to
increase the value of a mock stock portfolio. The goal is to amass the
largest net worth in a simulated stock market environment, where a
new day begins every 60 seconds. During the event, volunteers assume
the role of floor traders and press release runners. 

 This highly interactive program is an exciting responsive career
discovery and exploration experience for high school students that
picks up where career assessments leave off. To help students get the
most out of this experience, volunteers will be positioned to provide
instructions, and be a sounding board as students reflect on what
they’ve learned. 

JA Classroom ProgramsJA Experiential Programs

Volunteer Opportunities

To learn more about JA and how you can get involved, visit https://www.jacolorado.org/   

JA provides everything volunteers need to be effective and have fun, including lesson outlines, interactive
materials and training on how to use JA’s proven curriculum. The following are just a few examples of JA’s many
volunteer opportunities. 


